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IV. 

A DEFENSE OF ANARCHISM. 

It is not correct to say, as Professor Ely asserts, that the International 
was organized in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in the fall of 1883. The meeting 
held at that time was simply a congress of members and delegates. The 
society was founded in London, England, August 5, 1862, and on the 28th of 
September, 1864, the provisional regulations of the International Association 
were arranged. This was the first really important meeting of the society. As 
its name implies, the association is international in its character and purposes. 
It has now thousands of members in England, France, Germany, Belgium, 
Italy, Spain, and in the Netherlands ; while the number in the United States 
of those who believe in the principles of the International is estimated at 
from 10,000 to 300,000. To this organization belong the philosopher and 
savant, Elise Reel us; the geographer and scientist, Prince KrapotMne ; the 
enthusiast, Louise Michel, and many others who are noted for learning and 
goodness. 

It is not correct to say that Anarchists are materialists, or that they would 
put down, by force, the church and all family ties. An Anarchist may or 
may not be a destructionist — revolutionist — though most of them are. Still, 
many State Socialists are also revolutionists. No man can be a consistent 
Anarchist who would abridge the freedom of others. Freedom is the very 
essence of anarchism ; therefore, it is not true that anarchism, 'per se, is 
synonymous with arson or murder. The study of anarchism is — or should be 
— a scientific one, entitled to rank with that of State Socialism. 

Wm, Holmes. 
V. 

THE MISTAKES OF ANARCHISM. 

The philosophy of anarchism, as explained by C. L. James, ignores the 
fundamental law of evolution. That law is not dissolution, but improvement. 
It is confessed that in every existing form of government there are numberless 
imperfections, but the statement that the very genius of human government 
is false cannot be admitted. The idea of law is too firmly established now for 
any one to disprove its necessity to the social organism. If the history of the 
world had not been a struggle to realize the most righteous form of authority, 
the time has come when our search for the secret of orderly and just association 
must take this direction. With evolution as the regnant law in every form 
of life, one can hardly expect to find society, which is the organism of all 
organisms, an exception to the universal rule. From the very beginning of 
segregation, when the organism was in its simplest form, the trend of the race 
has been not toward but away from anarchy, and not away from but toward 
the justest form of authority. 

The very idea of organism carries with it the idea of law, and hence of author- 
ity also. Any thing is an organism only by virtue of an immanent law whose 
sanction is the authority governing its being. The progress of the organism 
neither destroys nor modifies the law, but is made in and under its operation. 
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Now it is impossible to conceive how government, or society, which is govern, 
ment, and is becoming so more and more, can be an exception to the universal 
rule of organic growth. One might as well insist there could be a Maud S. 
had the idea horse ceased with the eohippus of the eocene age, as to argue 
that there can be a society should the idea of authority or law become extinct. 
There may be some justification of the Anarchist's dissatisfaction with society, 
because society is far from being perfect ; but there is certainly no ground for 
the pessimistic prophecy of these people, that if they arc not able to foist their 
notions upon the world, the stern logic of history will come to their rescue in 
the complete dissolution of all existing forms and ideas of government. 

I venture to say that anarchism has too long disappeared ever to emerge 
again, except as a temporary reversion to a former type; for the trend of his- 
tory departs farther and farther from such a social idea. It is to be regretted 
that the American principle of government has been so misapprehended as to 
be placed as the nexus between despotism and anarchy, for a republic is as 
far removed from anarchy as is despotism itself. The only difference between 
a despotism and a republic is that in despotism the authority is centralized in 
one or a few, whereas in a republic it is diffused throughout the whole body 
politic ; but anarchism denies this authority, and will not tolerate its presence 
anywhere. The sight of a policeman inflames the Anarchist because this officer 
stands for recognized authority. 

But were not anarchism philosophical error, it is yet practical folly. Such 
pessimistic persons as Mr. James quite lose sight of all the ameliorating influ- 
ences operating to uplift and improve the social organism. They fail to see in 
the history of the past few centuries, in which the idea of government has 
evolved from the form expressed in absolute despotism to that formulated in 
the free democracy of England or the United States, any prophecy of further 
improvement in the future. Government with them, whether it be the tyrannous 
cruelty of a Thebaw or the enlightened republicanism of America, is equally an 
unmitigated and intolerable evil. Are there no influences now operating to- 
ward the realization of a higher ideal still? No, say pessimists like Mr. James, 
there is no hope save in the complete abandonment of the dominant idea of 
society as now organized. 

This is what anarchism seeks, and if anarchism as a social force doesn't 
accomplish it, history will. But the great majority of people think there is in 
the social organism the potency of universal justice, and that it is only a ques- 
tion of time when it shall be realized in spite of the gross injustices now in- 
flicted upon some of its members. In the meantime strikes may still prevail, 
the caste lines of wealth may be more painfully drawn, political corruption 
may increase, but these things are only concomitants of an onward movement, 
and shall not discourage the hope of the future or destroy our faith in the 
eternal law of life. And in the conflict of forces by which all change is 
wrought, in the social as well as in the animal organism, the higher will win. 
The world grows juster as it grows older, and the uplifting energies of civiliza- 
tion have only begun their beneficent work. By the time Mr. James' predicted 
crisis shall have arrived, who can prophesy what education, art, science, and, 
above all, the gospel of Christ will have done for man ? Can we not plainly see 
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that the growth of humanism is more rapid than the progress of industry? 
The most amazing advance of the last century is the evolution of the sense of 
brotherhood, though this may sound strange to one whose attention has been 
occupied with our marvelous material progress. 

Mr. James' gloomy prophecy has no sufficient justification in contemporary 
conditions, but is rather the fancy of a morbid mind. The present troubled 
state of the social body is not the sign of dissolution but of growth, which in 
every organism is accompanied with pain and disintegration. 

Francis L. Ferguson. 

VI. 

THE PANAMA CANAL. 

Straits are defined to be narrow passages of water communicating from 
one sea to another. If ever completed, the Panama Canal will be such a pas- 
sage; and the rules of international law which govern the navigation of 
straits in general will apply to the navigation of this artificial strait. The 
only modifications will be such as may be necessary to the recognition and 
protection of individual or corporate rights, incident to proprietary interests. 

It is a rule, then, that when the navigation of the two seas is free, the 
navigation of the channel by which they are connected ought to be free. And 
this is true although the connecting channel be bounded on both sides by the 
territory of some sovereign, and so narrow as to be easily commanded by ean- 
non shot from both sides. In such cases, the territorial jurisdiction of the sov- 
ereign is modified by the right of other nations to pass from sea to sea. But 
this right of other nations to pass from sea to sea is limited by the inherent 
right of the sovereign State through whose territory the channel passes, to pre- 
scribe such rules and regulations as may be deemed necessary to its safety. 
And this may, in certain eases, amount to positive prohibition. Thus, 
although the passage must remain free to private merchant vessels, it may, as 
a matter of right, be declared closed to all public armed vessels. And since 
this is a right incident to its sovereignty, the State owning the territory 
through which the channel passes may enter into alliances to enforce it. 

Another rule is, that the State owning the passage may exempt its own 
citizens, and those of its ally, from all tonnage or other dues, without thereby 
invalidating its right to withhold like privileges from the citizens of all other 
nations. Thus, the Republic of Colombia, which owns the Isthmean Transit, 
has guaranteed '* to the citizens of the United States all the exemptions, privi- 
" leges and immunities .... which are now enjoyed, or may hereafter 
" be enjoyed " by its own citizens; the consideration being the efficient guaranty 
of the neutrality of the transit, and of Colombia's dominion over the territory 
through which it passes. [Treaty 1846, art. 35.] 

The Colombian Republic, in the legitimate exercise of its sovereign right in 
the premises, has even gone beyond this. In the treaty referred to, it " guar- 
" an tees to the Government of the United States that the right of way or tran- 
" sit across the Isthmus of Panama, upon any modes of communication that 
"now exist or may be hereafter constructed, shall be open and free to the Gov- 



